SHALMANBSEE II TO ASSHUR-NIBABI II.      85

when his campaigning carried him westward and
northward to Pethor and thence through Anzitene,
which was completely laid waste, and over the
Arsanias into Urartu. Oti this expedition the
country of Dayaeni, along the river Arsanias, was
first conquered and apparently without much op-
position. The way was now open to the capital
city, Arzashku. Araine, the king of Urartu, fled
further inland and abandoned his capital to the
Assyrians, who wasted it as of old, and left it a
heap of ruins while they pursued the fleeing king.
He was overtaken, and thirty-four hundred of his
troops killed, though Aramc himself made good
his escape. Laden with heavy spoil, Sluilinaneser
returned southward, and, iu his own picturesque
phrase, trampled on the country like a wild bull.
Pyramids of heads were piled up at the ruined
city gates and men were impaled on stakes. On
the mountains an inscription, with a great image
of the conqueror, was set up. The defeat of
Arame seems to have brought his dynasty to an
end; for immediately afterward we find Sarduris
I, son of Lutipris, building a citadel at Van and
founding a new kingdom. Shalmaneser returned
to Assyria by way of Arbela. Pie had therefore
completed a half circle in the north, passing from
west to east, but had accomplished little more than
the collection of tribute.1

In the tenth year of his reign (850 B. C.) Shal-
maneser II again invaded Urartu, this time enter-
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